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RELIGION
THEATER >> A FINAL PERFORMANCE

Biblical drama
in Culpeper
BY DONNIE JOHNSTON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

“Acts the 3-Man Show: A New
Testament Stage Epic” will be per-
formed at Culpeper’s Eastern ViewHigh
School on Sunday, Nov. 16, at 2:30
p.m..

The Culpeper show will be the
Christian play’s final performance on its
2014 East Coast tour.

The show—the brainchild of actor–
director Bryce Lenon—premièred in Los
Angeles in 2011 and has played all over
the United States since then. A year
later, Lenon moved his family to
Culpeper and says he is looking forward
to performing in his adopted home-
town.

“I can’t wait to bring the show here,”
Lenon said. “The local support for it is
already evident and has showed me how
quickly and passionately a small, vibrant
community can rally around an impor-
tant Christian theater project.”

Lenon, who was born in Minnesota
but grew up in England, moved to
California when he was 15. He has had
acting roles in a number of movies,
including “Garfield: A Tale of Two
Kitties” and “The Seduction of Will.”
He has also appeared on such TV shows
as “Cold Case” and “Crossing Jordan.”

Three years ago, he decided to get out
of the Hollywood rat race and move to
Culpeper.

“Living in Los Angeles was exciting

FAITH COMMUNITY NOTES

SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY
Craigs Baptist Church, 14123 W.
Catharpin Road, will hold the
Annual Harvest Festival and Craft
fair in the Community Life Center
on Oct. 18, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
hay rides, pumpkin patch, games,
baked goods, cake walk and more.
Brunswick stew will be served at 1
p.m. 540/854-5284; craigsbaptist
churchva.org.
The Christian Women’s Ministry of
Piney Branch Baptist Church will
hold a woman’s Conference on Oct.
11, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration is
free. Lunch will be provided for a $5
donation. On Oct. 12, the Rev.
Markeeta Robinson of Mount Olive
Baptist Church in Culpeper will be
the guest speaker for the 11:30
a.m. worship service. All women
are asked to wear black with pink
accessories.
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 10411
Cooktown Road, will hold a breast
cancer awareness “Walk for Life”
on Oct. 11, noon to 3 p.m., with
registration at 11:30 a.m. Therewill
be a health care speaker, breast
cancer survivors and Sister Tori
McMurren will be guest speaker. A
concert will be given by Solid Rock
Baptist Church of Washington,
accompanied by Pastor Mildred
Joyce and Deacon Michael Banks

and Solo Tributes. There will also
be food, games and fellowship. On
Oct. 12, the 8:30 a.m. servicewill be
“Worship in Pink” day with Sister
Gillette McCall–Stallings of Piney
Branch Baptist Church in Spotsyl-
vania as guest speaker. 540/972-
7119.
Faith Christian Center World Out-
reach, 10606 Benchmark Road, will
host the RPJ Leadership Workshop
2014 on Oct. 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The workshop is open to to all
ministers, deacons or church group
leaders, and will be taught by
Apostle Chastine and Ella Rock. For
registration information call 540/
374-1251 or visit fccwoc.org.
Mount Olive Baptist Church in Part-
low will hold a “Church Ladies and
Their Hats” service on Oct. 11 at 4
p.m. Music will be provided by the
Warriors of Faith and the Mighty
Gospel Melodies of King George
County.
Beulah Baptist Church, 5215 Arcadia
Road, Woodford, will hold Annual
Choir Day on Oct. 11 at 3 p.m. The
Hour of Power Choir of St. John’s
Baptist Church and other local groups
will be guests.MinisterWalter Baker
Jr. will be the worship leader.
Travelers Rest Baptist Church, Snell,

RABBI’S VIEW >>
JEREMY WEISBLATT

The sukkah,
a reminder
of life’s
fragility

THE FALL is in full
swing. The kids
are back in

school. We’re all back to
the grind. It’s time for
football-watching on
Monday and Thursday
nights and Sundays.

Ah, autumn.
But in the frenetic fall,

it is all too easy to get
lost in the shuffle and
miss the change of the
seasons.

Just as this change
takes place, Jews are
called to stop, look and
embrace this change. We
celebrate the holiday
known as Sukkot, one of
three harvest holidays in
the Jewish calendar. It
begins just five days
after Yom Kippur, the
holiest day of the year in
the Jewish calendar.

The Torah tells us to
“dwell for seven days in
sukkot,” the Hebrew
word for “booths.” So
for seven days, begin-
ning on the 15th of the
month of Tishrei (sun-
down ofOct. 9 this year),
Jews observe Sukkot.

Sukkot marks the time
when Jews used to bring
offerings to the Temple
in Jerusalem. It is also
intended to remind the
Jewish people of the
Exodus from Egypt,
when God “made the
Israelites dwell in

Actor Bryce Lenon relocated from Los Angeles to Culpeper three years ago.
His play, ‘Acts the 3-Man Show,’ brings New Testament figures to life.

SEE PLAY, PAGE C5SEE WEISBLATT, PAGE C5

SEE NOTES, PAGE C5

“MY DREAM OF DOING FILM,
TV AND STAGE IN L.A. AND
NEW YORK CHANGED INTO A
DESIRE TO ACT, WRITE AND
DIRECT FOR CHRIST.”

—BRYCE LENON
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The sponsors of this advertisement do so
with the hope that more people will attend
the Church or Synagogue of their choice

on a weekly basis.

Covenant
Funeral Service
Owned and Operated by
The Mullins Family
4801 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Fredericksburg, Va. 898-4326

Forte Music Studios
“Lessons for All—Learn to Play”
Crossroads of Rt. 3 & U.S. 1
Fredericksburg, Va.
899-6787
ForteMusicStudios.com

Mullins & Thompson
Funeral Service
Fredericksburg, Va.
373-5842

Parrish Body Shop,
Inc.
Serving the Fredericksburg
Community for 4 generations and
over 50 years!
317 Wallace Street
Fredericksburg, Va.
540/373-4434

Professional Lock
& Key
Serving the area for over
42 years!
200 Chatham Heights Road
Fredericksburg, Va.
540/373-2340
Prolock.com

Purvis Ford/Lincoln
“Your Hometown Ford Dealer
for over 40 years”
3660 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
898-3000
PurvisFord.com

Robert B. Payne, Inc.
Sales, Service, Installation,
Delivery of Quality
Heating, Air Conditioning and
Fuel Oil Products
Fredericksburg, Va.
540/373-5876

The Carpet House
Interior Decorating Center
4901 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Fredericksburg, Va. 898-0003

The Free Lance–Star
616 Amelia Street
Fredericksburg, Va.
374-5000
FreeLanceStar.com

Silver Companies
1201 Central Park Blvd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

White Supply &
Glass Co.
R. M. Altman, Owner
2613 Race Street
373-6142

93WFLS • 93.3 FM
Gospel Music on Sundays 6–10 a.m.
Wfls.com

Weekly Scripture Reading

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society

©2014, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P.O. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

Deut.
10.1-22

Deut.
16.18-17.13

Psalm
72

Psalm
73

Psalm
75

Psalm
82

Psalm
85

Think of God’s promises
to us as “stepping stones”
that we can use when
life challenges us. We
still have to go through
situations that are
difficult, but remembering
God’s promises keeps our
mind focused and helps us
remain hopeful. We read
in Isaiah 43.2, “When you
pass through the waters,
I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you.”
Not “if”, but “when”. And
God will be there to guide
you if you let Him. Learn
more of His promises at
your house of worship.

Spiritual

Photo Credit Istockphoto.com/DCC8

Stones
Stepping

5120 Harrison Road—540/898-4748
Worship at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School &Adult Bible Class
9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Each Sunday
Bible Study every Tuesday

10:30 a.m.–12 noon
3- & 4-Year-Old Preschool

Rev. Dr. Phillip Tesch, Pastor
EmbracedByHim.org

Redeemer
Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

OF
FREDERICKSBURG
Sundays 10 a.m

Doug Hodges, Pastor
703/670-5408

FredBurgUCC.com
Meets at the Masonic Lodge

Corner of Hanover & Princess Anne Streets
An open and affirming church

7328750.INDD

Stafford
Community
Baptist
Church

“A Church For All People”

O n TheMove For C
hrist

JOIN US
Sunday School ......................... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ..................... 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship......... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ........... 7:30 p.m.

Currently meeting at:

Country Inn
153 Garrisonville Road

Stafford, Virginia
Rev. Andrew Hogan, Pastor

Rev. Charlene Hogan, Assoc. Pastor
Phone: 540/659-1155

Sunday School ................................................................................. 8:45 A.m.
New Members Class ........................................................................ 9:00 A.m.
Morning Worship Services............................................................. 10:00 A.m.
18410 Chapel Drive • Triangle, VA 22172 Church Telephone: 703/221-6960

Website: mtzbaptist.org or Church email: mzbchurch@aol.com
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ST. MARY of the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1009 Stafford Ave., Fredericksburg (Corner of William Street) • 540/373-6491 • StMaryFred.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Saturday Vigil Masses
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
2:00 p.m. (Spanish), 5:00 p.m. & 7:01 p.m.
10:30 a.m. at Holy Cross Academy,
250 Stafford Lakes Pkwy.

Daily Masses
Monday thru Friday, 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

First Friday Masses
6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Penance
Wednesday, 7:00–9:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Miraculous Medal Novena
Every Mon. evening at 7:00 p.m. with Exposition
Novena Prayers every Mon. after 9 a.m. Mass

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
Every Wednesday evening, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
All Night Adoration after First Friday evening Mass

Taizé Ecumenical Service for Unity and Peace
Second Mon. of every month 8:15–9:00 p.m.
All Christians of All Churches are Invited to Attend.

Fairview Baptist ChurchFairview Baptist Church
Fairview at Charlotte Street
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“Paul, the Prisoner”
by Rev. Willard Sawyer

Services at 8:30 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m.

Broadcasting on WFVA (AM 1230) each Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Charlotte andLittlepage Streets • 373-8377 • fairview-baptist.org
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Nursery and Bus Provided
Ernest Woodson III,
Pastor

1653 Brooke Road
Stafford, VA
540/659-4219

Mt. Hope Baptist Church
Invites you to worship with us every Sunday

SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday School...........................9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer....7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.... 7:30–8:30 p.m.

7646140.INDD

“A Church that is Preaching,
Teaching and Reaching”

St. Stephen’s
Baptist Church

“Building on a Sure Foundation”
SERVICES:

Sunday School
10:00–11:00 a.m.

Worship Prayer Service
11:15 a.m.

Worship and Praise Service
11:30 a.m.

Communion Service
2nd Sunday of the Month

Wednesday Night
Prayer and Bible Study

7:00–9:00 p.m.
Bishop Anthony M. Jones, Sr., Pastor
9142 Comorn Road • King George, VA 22485
Church 540/775-2688 • Pastor 540/429-0160
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TEMPLE OF DELIVERANCE HCG, INC.
5756 Zachary Taylor Hwy.

Mineral, VA 23117
540/894-4458

Located on Route 522 in Louisa County
Route 208 (Courthouse Road) to Rt. 522
(Zachary Taylor Hwy.), turn right at

Dickinson’s Store, church 1/2 mile on right.

All are welcome to join us for Spirit-filled
praise services and dynamic teachings
and preaching of the Word of God!Different choirs and singing

groups each Sunday.
Pastor Lynn W. Beanum

Sunday Church School................ 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship............. 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Service........... 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Studies .............. 8:30 p.m.

First Sunday Youth Service............. 3:00 p.m.

Clevers Oak Baptist Church
13852 Sillamon Road

Goldvein, Virginia 22720
U.S. Rt. 17 North toward Warrenton

Church Phone: 540/752-4950
Visit Our Web Site: CleversOak.org

Sunday School ......................... 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.....11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service
and Bible Study………………7:00 p.m.

★★★ A Church Alive is Worth The Drive ★★★

“We’re Going to Higher Heights in Christ Jesus!”

Communion
and Baptism

every 2nd Sunday

Rev. Dr. E. L. Smiling, Jr.
Pastor

…nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. Luke 22:42

7840040.INDD

7963010.INDD

Mount Olive Baptist Church
395 Mt. Olive Road, Stafford, Va.

540/752-4296

Mount Olive Baptist Church
announces its

Third Annual Walk-a-Thon
5K (3 Mile) Walk/Run and
Health Awareness Day!!!

7 a.m.–11 a.m.
Saturday,October 11, 2014

Open to All Ages Male and Female
FREE Pre-Registration

September 13–30
Registration: 7:00 a.m.–7:45 a.m.
Walk/Run Start Time: 8:00 a.m.

Health Awareness Fair:
8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

Award Presentation Immediately
Following the Walk/Run
John Lee Pratt
Memorial Park
120 River Road

Fredericksburg,Va.
For information, registration packet,
to reserve your spot or to make a
donation: mobcstafford.com
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Welcomes you to attend weekly our
services usually held at these times:**

8:00 p.m. ......Traditional Friday Shabbat Service
9:30 a.m. ..... Saturday Learner’s Minyan/Service
10:45 a.m.............................. Saturday Torah Study

** Please check our online calendar
for time changes:

BethSholomTempleFredericksburg.org
We also offer religious school for children

and several adult activities!
For more information, call 540/373-4834

or send an email to:
ta@bethsholomtemplefredericksburg.org

(Reform Judaism)
805 Lyons Blvd., Fredericksburg, VA 22406

(across from the England Run Library)
We are pleased to announce that

Rabbi Jeremy R. Weisblatt
became our spiritual leader on July 1!

CALLCLASSIFIED, 374-5001
buy, rent, sell, find or notify
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PLAY: ‘Acts the 3-Man Show’ will end
its East Coast run in Culpeper Nov. 16
FROM PAGE C4

FAITH COMMUNITY NOTES

will hold the Annual Baptist Wom-
en’s Fall Festival/White Elephant/
Bake Sale on Oct. 18, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Brunswick stew will be sold
for $7 a quart, and can be picked up
by 10 a.m. All proceeds benefit
mission projects. 540/582-9714 or
804/448-9756.
Mine Road Baptist Church, 11111
Post Oak Road, organized in 1791,
will hold its 223rd Homecoming on
Oct. 12 at 11 a.m. Pastor James
Eure of Mount Hermon Baptist
Church will preach and music will
be provided by “Justified,” a South-
ern gospel group. A covered-dish
dinner will follow the service. 540/
895-5159.
Branch Fork Baptist Church, 6930
Stubbs Bridge Road, Lake Anna
region, will celebrate Annual Mis-
sionary Day on Oct. 12 at 3 p.m.,
with the Rev. Dwight Micheal of
Piney Branch Baptist Church, ac-
companied by choir and congrega-
tion, as guests, and community
missionaries. A fellowship meal
will be served at 1:30 p.m.
Eastland United Methodist Church,
10718 Courthouse Road, will hold a
Coffee Brunch and Gardening Fall
Fund Raiser on Oct. 18 at 10 a.m.
The program will be led by Guy
Mussey, extension agent with Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension, Staf-
ford County. Tickets are $10.

FREDERICKSBURG
Kingdom Family Worship Center,
formerly Tower of Deliverance
Church, 400 Bragg Hill Drive, will
hold the 2014 Church and Ministry
Summit, “The Sound of Pentecost
Releasing Kingdom Authority,”
with the following services: Oct.
12, 5 p.m., with guest speaker
Apostle Donn Hall of Zion Baptist
Church in Kinsale; and Oct. 14–17, 7
p.m. with the following guest
speakers and themes: Oct. 14, A
Call to Pray; Oct. 15, Prophet Percy
Martin of Inspirational Outreach
Ministries of Richmond; Oct. 16,
Bishop Daryl Williams of First
Baptist Church, Loretto; Oct. 17,
Bishop Bobby Hudnall of Life in the
Word Church of Jesus Christ in
White Post; and Oct. 18, 9 a.m. to
noon, Leadership Enrichmentwork-
shops. 540/371-3662.
Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site), 801
Sophia St., will hold homecoming
and revival services on Oct. 12,
with worship at 11 a.m., led by the
Rev. Aaron L. Dobynes and at 3:30
p.m., led by the Rev. Craig Conyers.
Revival will be held Oct. 14–16, at
7:30 p.m. nightly, with the follow-
ing guest speakers: Oct. 14, the
Rev. Darrell K. White of Bethlehem
Baptist Church of Alexandria, Gum
Springs, andVoices of theGospel of
Fredericksburg; Oct. 15, the Rev.
Raymond A. Bell Jr., of Mount Hope
Baptist Church in Spotsylvania,
accompanied by choir, ushers and

congregation; and Oct. 16, the Rev.
A. Lincoln James of Trinity Baptist
Church in Richmond, accompanied
by choir, ushers and congregation.
Fredericksburg United Methodist
Church, 308 Hanover St., will hold
the Blessing of the Animals on Oct.
11 at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Won Lee
will officiate. The event is spon-
sored by the United Methodist
Women. 540/898-0256.
First Christian Church, 1501 Wash-
ington Ave., will welcome Tracy
Lunceford as guest speaker at the
11 a.m. worship service on Oct. 12.
540/373-7716; 1stchristianchurch
fredva.org.

STAFFORD COUNTY
Shiloh Old Site Baptist Church, 1855
Garrisonville Road, will celebrate
Ushers Day on Oct. 12 at 3 p.m.,
with the Rev. Larry Swanson of
Shiloh New Site Baptist Church in
Stafford as guest preacher. Dinner
will be served immediately follow-
ing the morning service. 540/752-
0673.
Bethel Baptist Church, 1193 White
Oak Road, will hold a Fall Women’s
Conference on Oct. 18, 9 a.m. to
noon. Markino Ross of Strong
Tower Church will speak and there
will be music by Candice McDaniel
of Ferry Farm Baptist Church. The
event is free and open to all women
and girls, ages 8 and up, but
registration is required, call 540/
371-3650 or email secretary@
bethelbaptistva.org.
Little Forest Baptist Church, 54 Little
Forest Church Road, will observe
the 119th church anniversary and
the 12th anniversary of the pastor
on Oct. 12 at 3 p.m. The guest
preacher will be the Rev. Norman
Tate, accompanied by his congrega-
tion from Heritage Fellowship
Christian Church in Reston.
Falmouth United Methodist Church,
28 Pegs Lane, Falmouth, will cele-
brate Homecoming Sunday on Oct.
12 at 11 a.m. There will be music by
Bob Stone and the Virginia Gospel
Singers. Luncheon will be served
immediately following the service.
Hartwood Presbyterian Church, 50
Hartwood Church Road, will hold a
yard sale and barbecue luncheon on
Oct. 18. The cost is $8 for home-
cooked beef or pork barbecue, slaw,
baked beans, chips, drink and
dessert, Carry-out and family rates
available. 540/752-4671.
St. Matthias United Methodist
Church, 426 Deacon Road, will hold
the Annual Yard Sale and Craft Sale
on Oct. 11, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., with
yard sale treasures, crafts and gift
items, holiday décor from a variety
of vendors, baked goods, lunch to
purchase and activities for chil-
dren. 540/373-8759.

CAROLINE COUNTY
Shiloh Baptist Church, 127 Main St.,
Bowling Green, will hold Ushers
Day services on Oct. 12 at 3 p.m.

The guest minister will be the Rev.
Tremayne Lacey, pastor of Long
Branch Baptist Church in Wood-
ford, accompanied by choir, ushers,
praise team and congregation.
The Women’s Ministry of First
Baptist Church, 9262 Guinea Sta-
tion Road, Woodford, will celebrate
its 12th anniversary on Oct. 11 at
2 p.m. The guest speaker will be
Minister Patricia Wormley of
Mount Zion Baptist Church in
Spotsylvania County. Dinner will
follow the worship service.
Zion Grove Baptist Church, 9450
Fredericksburg Turnpike, Wood-
ford, will celebrate the pastor’s
seventh anniversary on Oct. 12 at 3
p.m. The Rev. Edward Taylor,
accompanied by congregation, will
be guests. Lunch will be served
after the morning service.

KING GEORGE COUNTY
St. Stephen’s Baptist Church, 9142
Comorn Road, will host the annual
Fall Rally service on Oct. 12 at 3:30
p.m. The guest preacher will be
Pastor Marvin Fields of Second
Mount Zion Baptist Church in
Hanover. Lunch will follow the
morning worship.
The Usher Ministry of Antioch Bap-
tist Church, 11102 James Madison
Parkway, will celebrate Annual Day
on Oct. 12 at 3 p.m. The guest
speaker will be the Rev. Jared
Beasley, pastor of Jerusalem Bap-
tist Church in Sparta. All area usher
ministries are encouraged to at-
tend in uniform, and give words of
encouragement.

WESTMORELAND COUNTY
New Monrovia Baptist Church will
celebrate their 100th Anniversary
and Fall Rally onOct. 12 at 3:30 p.m.
The Rev. Frank Kelley and Calvary
Baptist Church will be guests.
Dinner will be served following the
morning service. 540/907-2758.

CULPEPER COUNTY
Mount Olive Baptist Church, 8412
White Shop Road, will celebrate
Annual Ushers Day on Oct. 12 at 3
p.m. The guest preacher for the
program will be the Rev. Frank
Lewis, pastor of Antioch Baptist
Church, Madison, accompanied by
the Male Chorus, ushers and con-
gregation.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Church of Restoration Women’s
Ministry will host a two-day wom-
en’s conference at the Chancellor
Ruritan Club in Spotsylvania Coun-
ty, on Oct. 17 at 7 p.m. and Oct. 18,
with registration from 9 to 9:30
a.m. Tickets are $40 for both days
and include light refreshments and
lunch. Christian comedians Shelia
Thomas and Valena Metcalfe will
be featured, and guest speakers
will be Minister Angela Lewis,
Minister Michelle White and Sister
Cheryl Walker.

MUSICAL EVENTS
Wilderness Baptist Church, 9701
Plank Road, in Spotsylvania County
will hold a gospel sing on Oct. 18 at
6 p.m., featuring Sonrise and Bob
Stone and Virginia Gospel Singers,
to benefit the local Wounded
Warriors program. Dessert and
drinks will be available for sale. A
love offering will be gathered.
St. Jude Catholic Church, 10725
Courthouse Road, Spotsylvania
County, will hold a Christian Music
Cafe on Oct. 11 at 7 p.m., with an
open-mic format. Individuals and
groups may share their talents, up
to three songs. There will be free
beverages and snack. Anyone under
18 must be accompanied by an
adult. 540/891-7350; music@
stjudechurch.us.
Unity of Fredericskburg, 2217
Princess Anne St., 101-1A,will hold
a comedy concert in celebration of
their 14th anniversary weekend, by
Greg Tamblyn on Oct. 11 at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $15 in advance and $20
at the door. 540/654-5305. Tickets
available online at eventbrite.com.

HOW TO SUBMIT ITEMS
Information to be included in theweekly
notices of area church services must be
delivered in writing to The Free Lance–
Star, 616 Amelia St., Fredericksburg,
faxed to 540/373-8455, or emailed to
Peggy Carlson at pcarlson@freelance
star.com, no later than noon Wednes-
days. Please include complete name of
church, location, time and date of event,
plus name and telephone number of
person to contact if more information
is needed.
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WEISBLATT: Being taken out of our comfort zone teaches a great lesson

booths” in the desert.
Today, the modern Jew

celebrates Sukkot by build-
ing a sukkah—a temporary
structure with a fragile
roof—in the backyard of
one’s home, as well as a
communal sukkah at the
local synagogue. (Beth
Sholom Temple has a won-
derful sukkah!)

During these seven days,
Jews spend time in the
sukkah, often hosting large
meals and sometimes even
sleeping in it. It is in the
sukkah that the Jew may feel
connected to an eternal
truth—the need for perma-
nent shelter, for a home.

Ancient Israelites, jour-
neying through the desert,

FROM PAGE C4 had no sense of perma-
nence, aside from the Di-
vine who guided and shel-
tered them. Today, whenwe
dwell in our sukkot, we are
reminded of the fragility of
life and the importance of
not just shelter, but of
home.

Taken out of our comfort
zones, the sukkah reminds
us of what it means to
encounter the elements, by
placing us at the mercy of
our environment.

This is the beauty of the
Jewish calendar. Only five
short days after opening
ourselves to God and each
other, after promising our-
selves that we will do better
and remember those in
need, we are forced outside

and away from our creature
comforts.

Dwelling outside, we
come to terms with our
humanity and focus on our
connection to the environ-
ment. In doing so, the Jew is
reminded, in a very physical
and visceral way, of the
fragility of the blessings of
life.

Faced with no longer just
a spiritual but now a physi-
cal sense of discomfort, the
process of tikkun olam (“re-
pairing the world”) can
begin in earnest. In this
way, the Jewish calendar
calls us to embrace the
world as it is, not as one
wants.

By forcing us to physical-
ly and spiritually connect

with the fragility of life, how
can one be anything but
moved to keep the promises
of Yom Kippur?

As our ancestors were
once guided in the desert,
we, who are blessed in this
country, use this sacred
command to call us back to
the work that is needed.

And so, as the weather
cools, we use this week to
remind us of our blessings
and of our sacred duty to
add a little more permanent
shelter between this year
and the next.

Rabbi Jeremy Weisblatt is the
rabbi of Beth Sholom Temple in
Stafford County. He lives in Freder-
icksburg. Readers may write to him
at rabbi@bethsholomtemplefred
ericksburg.org.

Veteran Fredericksburg stage actor Gabriel Rivera portrays
a soldier—among other roles—in ‘Acts the 3-Man Show.’

and the possibilities endless,
but in this season ofmy life it
had become increasingly dif-
ficult to pursue and commit
to roles thatwere so compro-
mising tomy faith inChrist,”
Lenon said.

“Ultimately, my dream of
doing film, TV and stage in
Los Angeles and New York
changed into a desire to act,
write and direct for Christ.”

Performing with Lenon in
the small troupe are veteran
Fredericksburg stage actor
Gabriel Rivera and Yale the-
ater studies major Reggie
Austin.

Rivera starred in “America
at Ground Zero” and “He
Loved Me.” He also played
Peter in “But We See Jesus,”
which helped secure his role
as Peter in “Acts the 3-Man
Show.”

Austin’s TV credits in-
clude roles on “The Starter
Wife” and “Life Expected,”

with guest appearances on
“Up All Night,” “Desperate
Housewives” and “Home-
land.”

In “Acts the 3-ManShow,”
the trio assumes a number of
NewTestament roles includ-
ing those of Peter, Paul,
Stephen, Nero and Herod.

All proceeds from the Cul-
peper show will be donated
to Young Life of Culpeper, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion that reaches out to
adolescents and “presents
the Gospel in a way that they
might understand it,” ac-
cording to VirginiaMorton, a
member of that group.

Tickets ($22) will go on
sale Oct. 15 at the Virginia
Community Bank at 701 S.
Main St. in Culpeper. Tickets
will also be on sale at the
door.

For more information, go
to acts3manshow.com and
culpeperyounglife.org.

CULPEPER SEEKING
TIPS ON ROBBERY

The Culpeper town police are
seeking the public’s help in
identifying twomenwho report-
edly entered a home about 3:30
a.m. Friday and robbed a resident
there.

The incident occurred on Sally
Lou Lane, which is in the Mosby
Meadow area at the north end of
the town, according to Capt.
Chris Settle.

The two, described as black
and in their their late teens or
early 20s wearing all black
clothing, somehow gained entry
into the house and confronted a
woman who was home at the
time.

One of the men displayed a
knife, Settle said. After taking
undisclosed items, the intruders
left.

Anyone who saw anything
suspicious in the area Friday
morning is asked to call Sgt.
LonnieMyers at 540/829-5515 or
Crime Solvers at 540/727-
0300.
—Donnie Johnston

NAVY TO HOLD USS
COLE CEREMONY

NORFOLK—The Navy is
preparing to hold a ceremony
honoring the victims of the 2000
attack on the USS Cole.

A ceremony honoring the
victims will be held at the ship’s
homeport at Naval Station Nor-
folk in Virginia on Sunday, the
bombing’s anniversary.
—The Associated Press

FIRST SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE LICENSE
IN W.VA. COUNTY

MORGANTOWN,W.Va.—More
same-sex couples arrived at
West Virginia courthouses Fri-
day to apply for marriage licens-
es.

In Monongalia County, the
first marriage license issued to a
same-sex couple went to Tom
Hill and Zach Milligan of Fair-
mont. They met while attending
West Virginia University eight
years ago.

Hill said it is their “duty to
legallymarry” and to support the
nationwide movement to allow

same sex couples to marry. Hill
said “the fight’s still not over,”
referring to states that have not
yet made same-sex marriage
legal. Gay couples in West
Virginia are receiving marriage
licenses after the attorney gener-
al dropped his fight against
same-sex unions.

Hill, 32, is a mental health
counselor at Fairmont State
University. The 27-year-old
Milligan is a hematologist at
Fairmont General Hospital.

West Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Patrick Morrisey said
Thursday that his office will no
longer defend the state’s ban on
same-sex marriages.
—The Associated Press

THE FIREPLACES
AND STOVES STORE

19 Baron Park Road
Fredericksburg 22405

Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed Wed. & Sun.

540-372-6911
BlazesInc.com

WOOD • GAS • COAL • ELECTRICWOOD • GAS • COAL • ELECTRIC
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“We’re proud of the
company we keep!”
—Great Products By:—
• Mendota • Buck • Valor
• Vermont Casting • Stoll
• Pacific Energy • Empire

• High Valley & More!
—Gas Logs By:—

• Monessen • Peterson
• Empire • Buck • & More

By building bridges within communities, we
transform the experience of senior living and
allow our residents to lead full and enriching lives.

www.greenfieldseniorliving.com

Greenfield Senior Living
of Spotsylvania
9300 Onyx Court
Fredericksburg, VA 22407
RSVP: (540) 891-5540

Dr. Wayland Marks: Geriatrician
“Tips on Successful Aging for Seniors”

our services
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